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The Political Dimension of the Urkesh City-State

The AP Palace at Tell Mozan was the seat of power for King Tupkish and his wife Uqnitum. What can the life of this element of material culture tell us about the political dimension of this ancient polity, in relation to internal and external elements? The construction itself contains several elements which lend themselves to a discussion of value and prestige, for example the use of stone. These elements, in conjunction with the architectural body itself, communicate on a phenomenological level the power of the king and the city. Finally, the seal impressions found within the palace, in particular those of queen Uqnitum, also suggest a distribution of satellite production centers which supplied the royal household.

